
HANDSOME CUSTOM HOUSE BEING
ERECTED IN THE CITY OF NEWPORT NEWS
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(Special to Th» Tlmes-IMspatch.)
NEWPORT N'EMIS. VA., May 11..Now-

port News will soon have a custom

house and postomi;o suitable to the dig¬
nity and amount of business dono by
this port. The t«lcturo elves a part
view of the bulldlrn?, which Is somewhat
larger than Is shou/n in this view, there
being a ono story wing In tho rear.

The building Is 131 foot long by C-l
feet wide, and a basement and two stor¬
ies In height. The exterior walla arc.

faced with granite to the height of the
llrst story, and above that point with
white marble. The building Is of fire¬
proof construction throughout, and Is
supplied with modern types of heating
apparatus, toilet fixtures, etc. The Inte-

rlor finish Is of mnrblo and oak.
The building fronts on throe streets,

the long front being on West Avenue,
with entrances on Twenty-fifth and
Twenty-sixth Streets,
Tho customs department occupies the

second floor and a portion of the first
floor and basement; in the lattor being
the appraiser's store rooms, supplied

with a lift to the street level. The post-
ofñco and Internal revenue occupy the
remainder of tho first floor.
A large 'public lobby, In the first story,

separates tho customs department from
tho postófltee, and two marblo stair¬
cases give access to the customs rooms

above, and to the general toilet3 on the
second floor.
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((Special to»Tl«o Tlmcs-Dlspatch.)
NOItFOLK, VA., May lt..A most en-

joyahlo dance was given on board the

Texas Thursday a/ternoón by Ensign
Manly. The party left Norfolk on a

launch nt 1:30 P. M. for the ship which
Is at Newport News, and on arriving
greatly enjoyed the tlance on deck.
Those present were» Lieutenant-Com¬

mander and Mrs. Jolqi Qulmby, Misses
TUlle and Cornelia Trt'xtitn. Miss Mar¬
garet Old, Mies Sue Parsons, Miss Ruth
Gibson, of New York,; Miss .Virginia
¿"Jowner. MLsa Brundred, of Oil City,
Pa.: Miss Gertrude Walke, Miss Ruth
????.«??. Lieut. Sibley, l" S. M. C: En-
flgn TausslK, Ensign Green, Slado, Mid-
shlpnvin ??f??t. Lieut. Oliver, Lieut,
Smith and Ur. Hoyt and Ensign Manly.
Miss Esther Byrnes entertained hev-

eral of her friends this wwek in a most
charming manner. Tho occasion was a

dance given on board tho Texas, which
Is In Hampton Roads, from 3 to 5. H-r

guests wore Mrs. Batte. MisseH Belle and
Cornelia. Truxtun, Miss Lucy Baylor,
Miss llefen Tnyloe. Miss Mary Lou Cooke,
Miss jnnie Gresbam, Miss Gertrude
McCórmlclc, of Berryville; Miss Lucy
Hardy, Miss Julia Smith, of Baltimore;
Mira Gibson, of New York: Miss Suo
Persons, Mr. Gf-orge Batt", Mr. Everman
and Mr. Charles Tunstall.
Mrs. C. Brooks Johnson entertained the

members of tho Bridge Whist Club Tues¬

day morning at her home. In Gr/mt. Mrs.

Floyd Hughes was awarded cue of the

prizes, a cut glass marmalade Jar, and
the other, a plate, was won by Mrs.
Howard Shield. Mrs. Johnston's guests
were Mrs. J. Lelghton Hubard. Mrs.
Allan R. Hanckel, Mrs. Forney Reese.
Mrs, James; Y. Leigh, Mrs. Howard
Shield, Mrs. Percy Stepheuson and Mrs.
Floyd Hughes.
A very delightful supper was given at

tho Virginia Club Tuesday evening. Those

present were Mrs. A. P. Warrington,
Miss Elizabeth Hurcamp, of Frederlcks-
burg; Miss Ruth Ferebee, of Washing¬
ton; Miss Emily Allyn, Mr. Richard
Wright, Mr. Wayne Chlldrey and Judge
Allan R. Hanckel.
Captain and Mrs. George T. Parker

announce tho engagement of their daugh¬
ter, Harriott' Katherine, io Mr. ?. Lyn-
tcn Joncs, of Norfolk. The wedding will
occur on June 14th at tho residence of
Mr. and Mrs. Parker, In Suffolk.
Tho Afternoon Card Club, was enter¬

tained Wednesday by Miss Bennlo Bill-
KOly, nt her homo In Middle Street. A
most delightful afternoon was «pent by
all present. The lirst prize, a most dain¬
ty hand-painted ganze fan, wan put for,
and won by Miss Amy Walts. Miss Re¬
becca Nash -was successful in drawing
the highest card for consolation prize,
and was given a lace handkerchief. Miss
BlH*61y's guests were Mesdamo Grif
Edwards, Clayton Threadcruft, James
M.uipin, Sydney Harris; Frank Thread.·
craft, Warner Pugb, Sully Griffin und,
Misses Betty Ashton, Augusta Manpln,
Florence Bacot. Clara Ashton, Sarah ?\?1-
son. Nancy Butt, Rebecca Nasb, Georgio
Watts, Jane Neely, Amy Watts, Fanny
Langhorne, Kate BHlsoly, Lola Wemplc,
and Anni·· Gordon, of Richmond. Tho
score was kept by Misses Elizabeth Al¬
len and Marie Niemcyer.
Tho homo of Mrs. Warner Pugh. In

Crawford Street, was a bower of flow¬
ers and palms, with dainty white shades
and dozens of candles, on Tuesday af¬
ternoon, when Fhe was "at home" to
her friends from five to seven. Mrs.
Pugh was assisted In receiving by her
sister. Miss Nancy Butt. Mrs. J. W.
Summer Butt presided over the punch
bowl most gracefully, while the daintiest
refreshments wero served by Mesdames
William Eàsly. Harry Leo Watts, Frank
Threadcraft and Misses Nena Dewey, Eb¬
beline Mau pini Elizabeth Allen, Jessica
Smith, of Henderson, ?. C; Elizabeth
Neely. Essie Plummer. Georgio Muidaugh
and Marion Murdaugh.

CREWE SOCIAL.
(Special to The Times-Dlspateh.)

CREWE. VA.; May 14..Captain nnd
Mrs. ?, F. Lockett left Monday night
for an extended trip South. They will
attend the Southern Baptist Convention
at Nashville, after which they will visit

their son, Mr. R. E. Lockott, at Birming¬
ham, Ala.
Tho condition of Mr. Chamberlayno

James, who was stricken with apoplexy
while at his work in the machine shop
of the Norfolk and Western Tuesday
morning, continues serious. The right
side of tho body Is affected, his speech
Is not Intelligible nnd serious brain
complications attend the attack.
Messrs. B. N. Watcrbouse and J. W.

Whe'eny left for Buffalo, N. Y., Tues¬
day. They go ns delegates to the World's
Conference of Y. M. C. A. Associations.
They will be gone for some weeks and
will visit several points in Canada be¬
fore returning.
Mr. George West spent all of last week

In Lynchburg, as delegate to tho Grand
Lodge of Odd Fellows. From there ho
goes to Philadelphia to spend his vaca¬
tion.
Mrs. William Wyatt Royall, of Mar-

tlnsvllle. Is vlaltlng her father's family
here.
Mrs. W. y. Bradshaw left Tuesday to

visit her sister, Mrs. Thomas Marshall.
of Windsor.
Miss Esslo Bradshaw bus returned to

her home near · Windsor for the sum¬
mer.
Mrs. W. S. pecker gave one of her

delightful card .'panics Tuesday evening
In honor of her giu-sts, Mrs. Helen Holfe.
Miss May Alexander, of New York, and
Mr.=. E. S. Becker, of Roanoke.
Among those playing were Dr. and

Mrs. Bryant, Mr. and Mrs. Manson. Mr.
and Mrs, Graham. Mr. and Mrs. Smith-
son, Mr. and Mrs. Dey, Mrs. Bosworth,
Misses Carrie Morton, Mazle Gills. Rosa¬
mond Putzel. Corinne Lewis, Mary Gra¬
ham, Messrs, Woodward. Nicholson,
Burke, Berry, Bosworth, Payne and
Woodson. Mrs. D. E. Bryant won tho
first ladies' prize. Miss Carrie Morton,
second; Mr. Dey tho first gentlemen's
prize, Mr. H. Munson the second.
Dainty and delicious refreshments w;ere

served at the close of the games, Mrs.
Becker proving herself, as always, a most
gracious and agreeable hostess,

CITY OF FREDERICKSBURG.
(Special to Tho Times-Dispatch.)

FREDERICKSBURC. VA., May 14..
Prof. Edward Ray, of North Carolina, de¬
livered a humorous lecture at Fredericks·
burg College la,st night before a largo
audienco His subject was "A\'hy

Ü you want to hear
i dog holler,
hit him with
a rock.

IS HEADQUARTERS AND WEARE

HEADQUARTERS IN NEW YORK FOR

MEN'S AND BOY'S CLOTHING

you want
to hear how It
U done, write
and we will tell you.

A
WORTHY

MESSENGER

Any Merchant can see the fall line (Now Ready)
for one cent, Drop us a postal and one

of our salesman wilî call.

670 BROADWAY, NEW YORK
(OPPOSITE THE BROADWAY CENTRAL HOTEL.?

FACTORY 44 West 3rd Street
D

you want
to see how í¡

Is done, call and
we will show you.

Wo Laugh," Prof. Ray, though blind, Is
a graduato of tho University of Movili
Carolina. \
Mr. nnd Mrs. J. P. Corbln hayo returned

from a pleasant trip to Washington.'
Mr. and Mrs. Ti. W. Mlddletin have

gone to their farm In Fauquler county,
Whore they will sojourn for & short
wh'.Ie.
Miss Meetze. who has been visiting her

sister, Mrs. W, J. Chewnlng. has returned
to her home In Washington.
Mrs. S, J. Qulnn Is this week visiting

friends in FJchmond city nnd Louisa
county.
Rev. find Mrs, Homer Welch, of Fa-

otiler county, are the guests o£ Mr.
and Jira. Frank Gouldman.
Mrs. J. P. Gammon visited friends

in Richmond this week.
Mrs. J. Fred Brown and son ¿pent

several days this week with relatives In
Baltimore. (
Mrs. J. B. Moore, who has been vlslt-

Itlng Mrs. St. John, has returned to her
home nt Bon Air.
Miss Carrie Mooro, who was for some

time tho guest of Mrs. W. E. Bradley
and family, has returned to Bon Air.
Miss Gay Scott, of Hagerstown, Md.,

is visiting Mrs, John F. Scott.
Mr?. J. P. Stump, of Alexandria, was

the guest this week of Miss Annie Copen-
haver.
Mis? Florence Luttrell, of South Bos-

ton. is visiting Mayor M. G'. WilKs and
family.

RADFORD, VA.
(Special to The Times-Dispatch.)

RADFORD, May 13..Tho St. Albana
Dramatic Club presented a light and at¬
tractive play. "Snowball," nt tho Opera
House Saturday night. For tho first
time In the history of the club, the boys
took the female roles, as well as those of
their own -sex, which added much to the
enjoyment of tbe audience.
Tho acting was exceptionally good, and

tho audience appreciative. The cast fol¬
lows:
Mr. Fentherstone. Sir. W. H. Ran¬

dolph; Mrs. Fcathcrstone, Mr. E. Buford;
Undo John, Mr. James Balfd; Harry
Prendergrast, Mr, Jnmes BaTiy; Ethel
Granger, Mr. G. H. Miles; Penelope, Mr.
E. Lawson; Saunders, Mr. J. Zufall. Tho
play will bo presented In Pulaskl and
Marlon next week.
» Col. J. R. Miller has sold his handsomo
home on Eighth Street to Maj. John
T. Cowan, and will occupy the house
just vacated by Mr. Vlrgio, during the
summer.
Mrs. W. A. Wilson Is tho hostess to tho

Current Events Club this afternoon.
Miss Etta and Pe.arl Roscnfold enter¬

tained tho Afternoon Idlers yesterday.
Col. and Mrs. Geo. W. Miles spent tho

week In Richmond.
Miss Melila Wilson Is Visiting friends

in Tnzowcll this week.
Bishop Randolph preached a magni¬

ficent sermon and confirmed a class of
thirteen at Grace Church last Friday
night,
Mrs. Thomas Johnson Is visiting her

parents, Mr. »nd Mrs, A. J. May, In
Tozewell.
Mr. Vincent Miles was tho guost of

Mrs. L. M. Venablo Sunday.
Misses Gertrude Venable, Lily Tyler.

Cars' and Caperton Preston and Mnckle
Ingles will attend tho Blacksburg ger-
tnan to bo given in honor of tho V.
M. I. cadets Saturday night.
-Mrs. C. P. Ross Is seriously ill at her
home In tho West End.

DURHAM, N. C.
(Special to Tim Timos-Dlspotch.)

DURHAM, ?. C·. ?1??? ?..-Urs. Jumes
A. Robinson was hostess at ft most de¬
lightful meeting of the "Tourists," on
Thursday afternoon. This club Is com¬

posed of a potigonlal parly of eighteen
ladles who have been touring In Italy
during tho year. Besides tho regular
members, Mise Margaret Holt, of Wash¬
ington D. C, and Miss Hliies, of Faisou,
wero guests of tito club.
Mrs Arthur I.vi.ii road nn exceedingly

Interesting article on "Qllmpeoa of School
Lifo In Itulv," and Mrs. A. E. JJoyd's
paper on "The Papal Conclave," WV es¬

pecially well written und vory Instruct·«
Ivo. a most pleasing feaitiro of this club
that grows In Interest with each meet¬
ing Is the current events.
Tho attractive homo of Mrs. M. u.

Wyutt where they mot, was mudo par¬
ticularly lovely for this occasion wlilt
handsomo ferns. Alu-r ? ho literary pro«
grammo a delicious luncheon was served.
One of the beautiful courses was im¬
mense strawberries In lovely llttlo bftt*OU,
on dainty Pi«-·«·' »-VFOunfled by tho·

nalural leaves and blossom., will, a

strawberry blossomed, üluipcd caso fur
' the s'.i«.ir.
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Only those who have experienced the awful itching and
burning of Eczema can know how it feels to be consumed by
the bli-steriug, fiery acids oozing out through the pores of the
skin. There is no other skin disease that compares in severity
with Kczenia. It begins as a mere redness of the skin, or

conies in little watery blisters and pimples, discharging a thin
sticky fluid which hardens into scabs and scales, leaving a raw

and inßanied surface as they peel off, while the itching is
almost intolerable. Eczema is the most vicious and violent of

.all skin diseases, appearing iti many different forms; the dry
and scaly kind with brownish white crusts, which gives the skin a rough, leathery appear¬
ance, and producing sometimes painful fissures and sores. In other cases the skin has a
swollen, moist appearance, with occasional profuse discharges of watery matter. But all
the varieties and types of this aggravating disease are akin and are caused by impure blood
and an over-acid condition of this vital fluid that seems to sec the skin on fire, kindling a

flame that water will not quench, and an itching, stinging eruption that lotions, soaps, salves'
and powders cannot suppress. As the poi¬
sonous acids in the blood increase the erup¬
tion spreads and becomes more angry look¬
ing, and the itching and burning more un¬

bearable. Eczema is the commonest of all
skin diseases, and the most aggravating and
treacherous, disappearing at times, then re¬

turning suddenly and in a severer form than
ever. It is particularly bad in warm weath¬
er, because at this season the skin is react¬

ing and.the blood is making extra effort to
throw off the'morbid secretions and acid im¬
purities that have been accumulating during
the long winter months, and there is an over¬

flow of the acrid matter and acid poison

Dear Sirs:.In tlio snmmor of 1898 I was attaokod -with
? breaking out, which doctors said was Eczema. It oom-
menood on the Inside of my arms and gradually spread.!
Tho dootors who examined me sold they oould cure It, and
treated me for some time, but It grow worse all the while,
I then wrote yon, and npon receipt of a reply to cay letter,
I got six bottles of S. S. S. and bogan taking It according!
to directions. j < j

I had p-öed fonr nnd a half bottlos before soetng any
efleot at all ; then the Eczema seemed to got a great deal:
worse, but I kept on taking tho medioine, and in three or
four days the eruption commenced to shed off. 1 oouldj
rub It off like bran, and this wns the end of tho Eojeema,i
I took in all nine bottles, und never spent that mnohj
money for anything that did me so ranch good, Have folti
bettor in every way since, I am «OS years old, and was go.'
stiff that I oould hardly walk and was compelled to quit«
work, bnt sinoe taking 8. S, S, have been on the go all th·*'·
time. Very truly, J G. MoNAIB. /

Garth, Va.

through the pores, producing irritation and redness of the skin and all the terrors of Eczema.!
Soothing applications are beneficial and advisable,,but not curative, because the seat of the!
disease is in the blood, and external or surface treatment cannot change bad blood into good!
blood or purge the system of impurities. Only a blood purifier can do this, and while treat-i-
ing tile skin the blood must be looked after or the disease is sure to return when the blood W
again overcharged with acids.

S. S. S. to purify and cleanse the blood, and some non-irritating, soothing salve or lotion,,.
is the proper treatment for all forms of Eczema. S. S. S.
has made some remarkable cures of this stubborn skin dis-;
ease.cases that had become chronic from long neglect or;.·
wrong treatment. S. S. S. is the only guaranteed strictly|j
vegetable blood remedy. It is without a single mineral in-
gredient, but of medicinal roots that come from the.fields ;;<
and forests or Nature's store-houses. S. S. S.. combines5

both purifying and tonic properties that enter into the circulation and destroy the impurities,
and at the same time ,tone tip the general system. Skin diseases are, after all, only symp¬
toms of impure and vitiated blood and external signs of disordered systems, and when you·
cure the blood the eruptions disappear.

If you have Eczema or an}' blood disease, sore or eruption, write us and our physician
will gladly advise you and furnish any information desired without cost to von. Book on the
Skin and its diseases free. THE SWIFT SPEGêFlG GOMPA&Y. ATLANTA, GA*

A SUCCESSFUL
PEANUT-PICKER

A Wonderful Machine Invented
by an Isle of Wight

Farmer.
(Special to The Times-Dispatch.)

FERGUSON'S WHARF, May ll.-Mr.

WI1JÍ3 R. Jones, a farmer, living upon the

farm of Hon. Thomas N. Jones, near

this place, haa manufacturer and has

patented a machine which will be of In¬

estimable value to tho peanut planters.
Ever since tho farms of Eastern Virginia
havo engaged largely In peanut culturo,
tho groat dlillculty with which they have

had to contend has been t° got tho nuts

picked from tita vines. They havo had
to dopend entirely upon colored" women
.and children to pick them by hand,
which, In this day of largo' crops, le u

slow and tedious process, ae a good hand
could only pick about live bushels per
day, and that only when the weather was

favorable, at a cost of ten cenls per
bushel.
When the peanut crop was cultivated

on a small nenie, it was not much trou¬
ble to gut them picked, but aa tho de¬
mand for tho nuts has Increased to such
nn extent ,rinrl tho price has been so as

Jo make It the most profitable crop for
this section, It la no uncommon thing
to plant from fifty to ono hundred and
fifty acres In pennuta, and somo largo
farmers evon moro, consequently how
to got tho nuts pli'ked In timo for the
market was a serions consideraifon; The

planters In nomo Instances were forced
to build larga storo houses In ardor to

THE STIEFF
At/WAYS GREETS

when played In the presence
of connoisseurs, boetuiso. of

Sterling Features,
which for sixty-three years

????G???a distinguished It as tho
"wonnu's rest piano,'

307 E. Brotad Street,
g .].£. Dunbar. Mgfr.

protect them from the weather, or stack

them in largo stacks, sometimes to re-

main for six months bofore they could

got them ready for shipment. And ns

almost everything eats peanuts, that
meant a continuai loss every day until
tho peanuts wore put on tho ,market.
To ovorcomo this trouble and loss sev- |

eral attempts havo been made to get up
a picker which- would do tho work, but

up to this time all havo proved a failure,
as the machines heretofore made, oitiiei j
cracked-the hulls, aud thereby damaged
tho nuts to a great extent, or left them j
full of strings, and trash, so it was im-

possible to get full value for tho crop.

But this machine Invented by Mr. Jonoj ¡
has entirely eliminated those defects,
and tlio nuts aro picked off clean, free
from strings .and porfectlj* whole: in
fact, the nuts are put in bettor condition
than by tho average hand picking pro-
cess.
Tho machino looks, something like an

old stylo whoat thrasher and fan mill
«unbilled, and so far as your cprrespon·
dent can judge, after a thorough inspec-
tlon of the machino In operation, Jt does
all claimed for It by -tho inventor, both

spec-dlls' and thoroughly. With the motive
power furnished by a gasoline engine of
four and one-half horso power, It easily
picked a bushel of peanuts In from three
to four minutes, and when the, machino
Is manufactured by a practical machinist,
will probably, with a. little moro power,
pick a bushel In two minutes.
A large crowd of farmers, among them

some of the largest peanut planters ol
Surry and Isle of Wight, wero present
Thursday afternoon to see tho machine
In practical operation. Among those pros-
ont from Surry county wore Col. George
YV. Savage. Mr. Charles W. Warren, of

Bacon's Castle; Mr. Gwultney, Mr. Jnmes
R. Rowele, Pitman, Barlow and others.

i'Among tho gentlemen from Isle of Wight
I were: Messrs, John H. Ramsey, Augustus
White, Junios J Bnrlow.i \V. P. Wilson,
Dr, AV. D, Tumor, \ Hon. Thomns N.
Jones, W. E. Howlo, Josoph A. Turner
nnd others, all practical level beaded
farmers, mid tho universal verdict was

that tho machine was a perfect success.
Mr. Jones, being interviewed, «nya he

has boen experimenting off und on for
tho last twenty years. He felt suro thnt
a machino couid bo mudo lo do the work
required, but from lack of moans he
could not carry his Ideas Into effect. He
said ho made a binnll one when ho was

but fifteen years of age, and has since
made two mare, but while they did the
work In somo sort of fashion, they wore
not satisfactory. But now he feels sure

he has made just what the people re¬

fluirò In tho way of a peanut picker,
Mr. Jones, tho Inventor of this wonder¬

ful labor saving contrivance, Is In many

respects a romarknblo man. Although
*ho never learned any trade, bo Is ? first
class practical carpenter, blacksmith and
inncli'.nst. ]|e mada every pint of this
machine, with tho exception of some cu.it
Iron tls' Wheels, etc., with no other ns-

slstiinci) than his boys, and It Is ft beau¬

tiful piece of workmanship.
Mr, Thomas N. Jones Is associated with

Ilio Inventili·, and thoy expect to have a

number of machines manufactured this

summer In sotno largo machine niaiiu-

fai-tiiiliig company, so os to supply the

demand for the machines by tho time the

next peanut crup lins been harvested.
In using (his machine, tho farmers can

(ii a few dnyi PI1 weeks pick off their

entire crop, and one of tho greatest In¬
convenience.! and worries of peanut rais¬
ing, to say nothing of the great loss In¬

curred by Ktorlng or stacking tha slioclts,
will bo avoided.
Anothe» very groat advantage Is the

flrtp condition It puts the vines in for
feed. The peanut vine his lung been

recognized by tin» farmer« as a most

Valuable and nutritious forage plant, be¬
ing (considered by many to bo superior
t.. corn fodder pr ponunon hay. This
machine puta It up line and blows nut

nil tho dual and dirt, and puts, the vines

nnd leaves In tho 'best possible condition
for homo or cattle feed.
It was ilio opinion of many who were

present, that this item alone would pay
all- tho expenses of picking tho crop.

A Cooing Paragraph.
A correspondent In 3-esterday's nape*

Interrogated It as to Its opinion of the
matter of killing doves, nnd whether it
believed that a man with whom the
corrcanondont had on nrgumonl on the
Sub.lect was correct In saying that war-«
runt .for it can be found In Genesis. To«
kill a dove, whether for "snort" or the
pot. is a sin: no warrant for It can he
fou".i '·· the Rlblo or anywhere else. The
dove, while not the most beautiful oil
birds, nor yet th,-« most tuneful, is the
gentlest, most appealing: of them. all.
and tli<· man who would shoot one I3 In
tho same clnss with the pagan who dj-na«.
mites fish..Charlotte Observer.
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